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In 19590, the European Commission granted its support for the foundation of the European
Women's Lobby, with a Secretariat based Brussels, the location of the main European Union
institutions. The EWL's founding members were the national coordinating organisations of
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal, Spain,
The Metherlands and the United Kingdom, as well as 17 large European-wide women’s
organisations.

' - N
- e

The European Women's Lobby was created in response to a growing awareness of the need
to defend women’s interests at European level since :

» The scope of the European Union's activities are continuosly extending and affect areas
with a direct impact on women's daily lives, particularly since the establishment of the
internal market.

» |t became urgent for women and their organisations to participate in the programmes
established by the Union and to get acquainted with European legislation affecting
them.

» The creation of such an organisation and its designation of lobbying also corresponds to
the particular character of European-level decision-making process, which allows space
for the creation of many organisations, founded to represent a wide range of interests
and categories of women within civil society (including various economic sectors as well
as trade unions, professional and social groupings).

» These organisations were responding to a real need on the part of the European
institutions. Contrary to received ideas, the number of European officials is rather low
compared to national institutions . The institutions therefore often call on experts in the
course of their work, due in particular to the need for taking into account the diversity
of the Member States’ populations and legislations.
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Covenant on Fnlmtul Rnﬁhts of

Wumenenucfe yt e mIe Adu tion of the Declara-
u’rluns cal mﬂ for women 5 Tmn on the Elimination

right to vete and right to stand of Violence Against

for elections. Women; wormen

successfully promote the
message that
women's rights are
human rights at the
World
Conference on Human
Rights in Vienna.

ﬁ.dln:flplmn of Unwersu] Declaration
uman Rights, which forms the
hasis for action for promoting
equal rights and freedams

The UN General Assembly adogis
Convention on the Eliminationd o
Forms of Discrimination Againgt
Women. It
iscriminalion a 3
creales an agen

gin wamen a

UN Commission an the Status of Women a for nations

estﬂhllshed with mandate to set standards
I] "H'l]]'l!EI'I 5 ll |'||5 enmuruge overnments
to bring their Taws into line with
international convention und to encourage
global owareness of women’s rights.

L S :
Marjorie Scardino
becomes the first

female FTSE CEQ.
Women from the U.S. and Europe gather amoe

# n The Hague in the Netherlonds for the
irst International Congress of Women -
later known as the Women's International
League for Peace ond Freedom.

defines what countdlas

y 7

The Millennium Bevelnpment
Goals (MDGs) are developed
and include a goal 1o
promote gender equality.

&
o

UN Security Council Resolution
1820 udnpier_f nzuzlgEJ izing that
sexual violence can be mlegnrl:e

t. @s a war crime; colling for
protection from violence in refugee
and displaced person camps; and
affirming the need for women's
full porticipotion in peace-building
processes.
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& Libby Lane - First
Dome Anne Loughlin Femele Bishop to the Church

becames the first female of England (2015).

presid enl of the TUC, %héllll“trﬁmms Bobbie Cheema-Grubl ¢
e e R becomes the first Asian
sven an MBE woman as g High Court
' 9 ' judge.

Major General Susan Ridge
becomes the first ever femole

Maorgaret Bo ndeld senior officer in the
bacames the first British Army.
Brilish Female e
Cobinet Minister. 9
Baroness Sharp becomes k
the First female Permanent 'I'l'l:IITIE? MOKE up
@ Secretary within the ?] Mﬁmmnr {I‘IIL‘;EI\"IT smlas .
o - of police commisssioner
Civil Service. Ir' , ‘EI‘E#E- of Iingh court
11 El " W Iu LI.ES
‘[:.I.Jnl-,?nf.ftg";;f@é% ?ﬁ:r ® and 12.7% of officers in the armed
Bar in England {I‘JEE]&E and farces.
irst womaon fo be gwor Ihe
degree of Doctor of Civil luw Marjorie Scardino Only 26% of FSTE 100 boards
° in Dxfard [1923). becomes the first members are womean.

female FISE CEO. Women choir only 12% of all

Elizabeth Garrett Andersan Hl h Edumnnn |I:ISTIIUImr15
[sister of Millicent Fawcett) gne Iﬁ:‘ﬂﬂgg i 17% of them as
is the first Englishwomaon to be

openly recognized a surgeon,
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